EDUCATION

Spurs legend George Gervin lends a hand to literacy effort
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Spurs great George Gervin talks with students Caleb Ashworth, 13, left, and Jakaleya Mims-Brewster, 13, during a Rodeo Read Trip event at Davis
Middle School in San Antonio on Wednesday, Feb. 18, 2015.

Spurs, Sports & Entertainment employees — with the star power of Spurs legend George Gervin — fanned out
Wednesday to help boost literacy efforts at East Side schools targeted by the federal Promise Neighborhood grant.

Called the Rodeo Read Trip, the company-wide initiative commits more than 2,700 volunteer hours to six elementary
and two middle schools in the Sam Houston High School feeder pattern. Spurs, Sports & Entertainment offices close for
parts of three days so employees can mentor students on reading and comprehension skills.

While literacy is a focal point, part of the effort, which is now in its second year, aims to expose students to various
career paths, said Jaimi Martinez, senior human resources manager at the company.

“We're really just here to try to expose these kids to different options in life as well as enhance their reading skills,” she
said as she helped two eighth graders work through reading prompts.

The partnership underscores a $54 million federal effort in the area to improve schools, combat crime and drug abuse,
stimulate economic development and beat back poverty.

Gervin, a 62-year-old Spurs legend who at 6 feet 7 inches towered over kids and adults alike, said it was his way of
repaying the community now that he’s no longer sinking jump shots. He also commended the volunteering of SS&E
employees.



“It’s making our kids understand the value of reading,” Gervin said after telling kids at his table that while reading was
never his strong suit, he was never afraid to ask questions.

None of the students were alive during the Ice Man’s 1970s Spurs heyday, but plenty of adults remembered.

Bobby Perez, senior vice president and general counsel for SS&E, said literacy statistics for the area show reading is a
challenge for students, many of whom live in poverty.

“This is our neighborhood,” Perez said. “This is where we work and it’s important for us to get out into our core schools
and give back to the community.”

He added that the long term goal is to help increase student achievement and encourage other corporate partners to
get involved.

A librarian tallied group points and encouraged teams, who were competing against each other for prizes, to race
against the clock.

Eighth grader Aujayna Williams, part of the “Air Jordan” team, said she enjoyed the reading games.
“It’s actually fun,” she said. “You’re working together to figure things out.”

Martinez and Shermeka Hudson, both SS&E employees, helped Williams and partner Courtney Ross when they stumbled
over word pronunciations or gave them clues when they hesitated over a reading question.

About 3,700 students participating in the Rodeo Read Trip will also get “library starter kits” that include age-appropriate
books, a reading light, bookmarks, pencils, a journal and a backpack.

The company, a spokeswoman said, will also purchase several book titles from the BiblioTech so the online texts can be
available to students across San Antonio.
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